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A 23-year career in thé Army took Charles Anthony to Iraq. The

T

Gilbert resident turned in his fatigues for a teaching certificate.

This hitch is in grade school

By Kendall Wright

THE REPUBLIC | AZCENTRAL.COM

After 23 years in the Army, a
Gilbert man came to a point in
his life where he felt he needed
to serve his country again.

That’s when Charles An-
thony decided to become a

_téacher.

Anthony, 43 , is one among
more than 8,000 former mili-
tary personnel who entered
K-12 teaching through the
Troops to Teachers program
authorized by Congress in
1993,

Five universities and 12
years later, Anthony completed
his master’s degree this month
in secondary education at
Grand Canyon University in
May .

“Ever since I can remember
I've always loved children,” he
said. “I've already served my

country once, and since there is
such a need for teachers, this is
a way I can serve again.”

Anthony, who was dis-
charged from the Army about
three years ago; will be leaving
Wells Fargo, where he is a vice

, President of the auto division,
to teach at Hamilton Prep A-
cademy in Chandler in the fall,

A Cuban native, Anthony
moved to the United States
when he was 5.

Growing up in Chicago, he
said he experiencell the frus-
tration of learning to deal with
conflicting cultures of his
home and school life.

He said he relates well to
students who are in a similar
position.

“I was a Cuban with one foot
in one world and one in the
other,” Anthony said. “I
thought I was a real tough guy
until a teacher of mine pulled
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PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHARLES ANTHONY

Anthony is set to begin teaching social studies at Hamilton Preparatory Academy in Chandler,
Anthony entered K-12 teaching through the Troops to Teachers program.

me aside and challenged me to
be better.”

Unfocused and needing di-
rection, Anthony admitted he
joined the Army when he was
17 because of cool advertising
that made the job look like he
would be spending his time

.riding motorcycles and jump-

ing out of planes.

“When I came back from ba-
sic training I was changed,
though,” he said. “Suddenly I
was answering everyone ‘Yes
ma’am’ and “Yes sir’ It's where I
learned manners and disci-
pline.”

And it's those kinds of qual-
ities that Anthony feels will
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make him and other former
military personnel great teach-
ers,

“So many kids are just aching
for positive role models, espe-
cially in men,” he said. “Being
in the service instills many of
the same core values that align
with what educators want to
teach. It gives people like me a
way to continue using what
we've already learned, and
teach those values to others.”

Anthony took online classes
through Grand Canyon Uni-
versity, a private Phoenix col-
lege that markets education de-
gree programs for military per-
sonnel and their spouses.

o DENTURES__|
won® 2 Q0.

: THE 5’ S Rates Haye New DAVID CHIANG D.D.S.
Dropped DEIItHl CEIIIEEI' 27 yrs. exp.
30 YEAR FIXED: 5-5% (A.PR °f 5.7] ) * Walk-In Emergencies SmTE OF THE ART FACIITIES
20 YEAR FIXED: 5.375% (APR of 5.64) . o iosuronce Acepled 14235, Wigley Rd, #101+ Mesa
15 YEAR FIXED: 5.125% (APR of 5.24) * Denture Lob on Premisos  (Behen US 608 Socthem, A rom Lowe'y
10 YEAR FIXED: 50%  (APRof 5.11) || [ atomeivesso Comamicnat - 480-396-9900
No Money Out of Pocket - Free Application - Consolidate Debis Interest Free Financing Offars good with coupen.

Not valid with ony other offer
of prior servica,

* COMPLETE DENTAL SERVICE »

CROWNS
m

fro
*545.

Offer expires 6/13/08

69

'
i
i
i
i
E
H
1
1
[l
i

Although he said he is ex-
cited to leave the corporate
world, he is also taking a 70
percent pay cut to pursue his

eam.

Anthony is set to begin
teaching seventh- and eighth-
grade social studies at Hamil-
ton Preparatory Academy in
the fall.

“Educators must be the
bridge between the history
they teach and today in order
for students to see relevance,”
he said.

“I've been there, I've lived-
history. I have the personal ex-
periences to show why it’s im-
portant.”
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